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Now [continues Zhuroff] the working class will, of course, be sorry that by 
their dishonorable and cruelly perfidious deeds they have called down upon 
themselves their own misfortune ; for only the excessive wrongdoing of the 
weavers caused the factory managers to introduce the mechanical loom. 

The machine worked ; it put an end to the " wrongdoing " of the 
workmen ; wages sank rapidly, as is the case everywhere in Europe 
in the first stages of capitalistic production. A still more far-reaching 
change followed the abolition of serfdom, whose first working was 
seen in the complete ruin of all those concerns which were unpre- 
pared for the change. The "noble " factories were doomed, and the 
government metal factories reduced their output one-third. After 
these momentous changes began the uninterrupted development of 
the Russian great industry. The formerly victorious house industry 
was step by step being pushed to the wall. Nominal wages in the 
eighties decreased thirty to forty per cent from those of the fifties, 
but there was a pronounced tendency toward improved conditions. 
Russia has made a beginning at factory legislation. 

M. Tugan-Baranowski treats not only the changes in the method 
of production but also the relations of intellectual forces, of litera- 
ture and of legislation to the great industry. He also considers 
the past and present condition of labor. 

Columbia University. Vladimir Gr. Simkhovitch. 

Die staatliche Regelung der englischen Wollindustrie vom xv. 
bis zum xviii. Jahrhundert. Von Dr. Friedrich Lohmann (in 
Schmoller's Forschungen, XVIII, Heft 1). Leipzig, Duncker und 
Humblot, 1900. — x, 100 pp. 

The Commission for the publication of the Acta Borussica propose 
to follow in the remaining volumes of Prussian economic State Papers 
the same plan which they have already adopted in the volumes devoted 
to the corn trade and to the silk industry, viz., to preface the docu- 
ments themselves with a survey of contemporary conditions and 
governmental action in the other countries of Europe. In accord- 
ance with this purpose, Dr. Lohmann was commissioned to draw up 
an account of the regulation of the English woolen industry in the 
period from the middle of the fifteenth to the middle of the eight- 
eenth century, and the result is now before us. It is certainly a 
useful piece of work, if only because it brings together a great deal 
of material in a convenient form. We want a similar survey for each 
of the great industries of each of the great countries of Europe ; and 



156 POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY. [Vol. XVI. 

probably the chief service of the Acta Borussica to economic and his- 
torical science will be found in the series of such sketches which it 
is on the way to produce. 

As the title of the monograph indicates, and as Dr. Lohmann 
expressly informs us, the scope of his treatise has been limited to an 
account of the legislation affecting the industry. As such, it follows 
lines already pretty familiar to those who have looked into the sub- 
ject ; although it is of real assistance in bridging over the gulf which 
modern writers have left between the sixteenth century and the 
eighteenth. I cannot but think, however, that Dr. Lohmann hardly 
kept in mind this limitation of his range, when he came to write his 
preliminary and his concluding remarks. He quotes with approval 
(p. viii) the assertions of List that England reached its stage of free- 
trade policy only after passing through a stage of governmental tute- 
lage, and that the theoricians are altogether wrong in supposing that 
England reached its position of wealth and power in spite of its com- 
mercial and industrial policy. Even Held's criticism of the system 
of regulation, as in large measure impracticable, is too great a con- 
cession to laissez faire to be passed without protest (p. 100). My 
sympathies are altogether on Dr. Lohmann's side ; and yet I am 
bound to point out that from a mere survey of the legislation it is 
quite impossible to determine the question at issue. For that pur- 
pose, it would be necessary to write the history not only of the legis- 
lation but also of the industry itself ; and this would be an arduous 
and protracted task, even if it should be possible to find adequate 
material. Take, for instance, the prohibition of the export of wool. 
Before it is worth while to undertake the very difficult theoretic 
problem which that presents, we ought to have some quantitative 
estimate of the extent to which the statute was actually enforced. 
Did " the running of wool " reach such large proportions as to 
render the legislation of no avail ? I suspect that an inquiry into 
the actual internal life of the industry would show the necessity for 
drawing a great many distinctions, first between one period and 
another, and then between one branch and another of the sys- 
tem of control. Dr. Lohmann has himself shown how the machinery 
for the supervision of the manufacture was weakened by its associa- 
tion with " self-government " — as Gneist has taught German scholars 
to call the local administration of the justices of the peace (p. 61). 

But though he has not had time to go far beyond the statute book, 
Dr. Lohmann has made a good deal of use of the State Papers ; and 
these have enabled him to do better than his own modest promise 
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and to add considerably to our knowledge of the history of the 
industry, especially in the seventeenth century. Most interesting 
to the present writer is the account of the industrial crises of 1622 
and 1629 (pp. 17, 18) ; of the commission of officials and merchants 
in 1622 (p. 69), and of the two commissioners of inquiry of 1630- 
35 (p. 64). The conflict of the two latter commissioners with the 
local justices of the peace deserves further looking into ; and it 
might possibly contribute a chapter to the rehabilitation, now pro- 
gressing, of the Stuart administration. yy j Ashley 
Harvard University. 

History of American Coinage. By David K. Watson. New 
York and London, G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1899. — xix, 278 pp. 

This book is too pointedly in favor of the single gold standard to 
be impartial and its argument is too circumscribed to be strong. But 
in what the author seemingly set out to do, he has attained a fair 
degree of success. A simple account of the various laws enacted 
by the Federal Congresses with respect to the Mint and to coinage, 
a brief review of the preliminary official and legislative discussions, 
sketchy references to the reasons which decided the final terms of 
such laws, and occasional excerpts from contemporary comment 
practically comprise the scope of the work. 

Upon the political setting of the story Mr. Watson throws little light. 
In the main he abstains as well from search for general causes as 
from effort to describe coinage matters in their relation to the 
broader currency history of which they are a part. A few numis- 
matic questions are looked into, but as a rule this phase of the 
theme suffers neglect. The author's statistics are also scanty. Tables 
showing market ratios of gold and silver or telling what coins and 
how many were struck each year since 1792 would have bettered 
the book vastly for everyday use, even if they curtailed the five 
pages of discussion of the legend, " In God we trust." Furthermore, 
not all the tables given are correct. Thus, on page 112, the fine 
contents of minor silver coins struck under the acts of 1837 and 1853 
appear as exactly the same. Since the act of 1853, however, the 
half-dollar has been but 172.8 grs. fine, as against 185$^ grs. under 
earlier laws, and smaller silver coins in proportion. There are errors 
of nearly one-tenth of one per cent (-fo and fis grs. respectively) in 
the fine content of the eagle and of the half-eagle under the act 
of 1873, as given on page 138. 



